
participants and delivered 
the information in a fun and 
user-friendly format. Another 
Smart Money Moves work-
shop is scheduled for June 
28, 2016. Smart Money 
Moves Workshops are sup-
ported by a grant from the 
Suwannee River  
Economic Council. 

A good way to start taking 
control of your financial situ-
ation is to develop a personal 
spending and savings plan, 
and to understand your cred-
it. Smart Money Moves is a 
new workshop offered by UF/
IFAS Extension. Participants 
attending the three-hour 
session learn about spending, 
saving, and credit in a fun 
and friendly environment.  
The tools provided to stu-
dents included Money Man-
agement Calendar and Rec-
ord Book, the Dave Ramsey 
Envelope System, Money 
Habitudes cards, and a calcu-

lator. Participants are trained 
to effectively utilize these 
tools and implement changes 
in their financial manage-
ment.  
 
The first Smart Money Moves 
workshop was offered re-
cently. Participants gained 
practical tips and tools to 
help feel more in control of 
their money and their habits 
related to money. Interactive 
activities included The Good 
Credit Game. Talking about 
credit can often be intimi-
dating and overwhelming. 
Using a game format engaged 

Smart Money Moves  
Carree Olshansky Musgrove, CED and Family & Consumer Sciences Extension 
Agent II 

  Agriculture Literacy in Columbia County Schools 
  Cynthia Higgins, PhD, 4-H Youth Development Extension Agent III 
  Mace Bauer, Agronomy & Commercial Horticulture, Extension Agent III 

UF/IFAS Columbia County 
Extension 4-H program pro-
vides agriculture education to 
youth. Teachers in the public 
schools contacted Mace Bau-
er, Agriculture Extension 
Agent, and asked for an addi-
tional agriculture awareness 
program in the schools. Bau-
er and Dr. Cindy Higgins, 4-H 
Agent, planned an agriculture 
literacy program which in-
cluded writing for and receiv-
ing a Florida Agriculture in 
the Classroom Grant (FAITC). 

The objectives of the pro-
gram included increasing 
agriculture knowledge and 
agricultural literacy of Colum-
bia County 3rd graders. Hig-
gins and Bauer developed a 
plan to present 4 lessons, 
each with a book and a hands 
on activity.   

Lessons included chicken 
development, vegetables, 
peanut farming, and agricul-
tural careers. Due to the 
funding from FAITC, the 
books were left with the 

classroom teachers for their 
classroom libraries. In addi-
tion to the book and the 
hands on lesson, teachers 
were also provided the Flori-
da Standards relating to each 
lesson. 

The program was presented 
to thirty 3rd grade classrooms 
with over 600 students par-
ticipating. Pre and post tests 
were administered to the 
students at the beginning and 
end of the 4 lesson program. 
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81% of students increased 
their perception and 
knowledge of agriculture in 
Columbia County and Florida. 
Teachers also reported that 
the books donated were en-
joyed by the students and 
over 50% of their students 
read the books again. In addi-
tion, teachers noted that 
there were questions on the 
end of the year standardized 

test that dealt with agricul-
ture, and students were ex-
cited that they were able to 
answer those questions be-
cause of the lessons that 
were presented.  

Research shows that youth 

that learn about agriculture 

early have a better capacity 

to understand agriculture as 

adults. Educating youth to 

understand where their food 

comes from assists with a 

positive attitude on the im-

portance of agriculture as 

adults and allows those 

adults to make wiser deci-

sions as consumers and com-

munity members.  

Agriculture Literacy in Columbia County Schools (Continued) 

 

10 questions are randomly 
drawn from each of 5 com-
petency areas to make up a 
50-question exam. At the 
completion of an exam, an 
applicant is provided the 
opportunity to view their 
scores in each of the 5 com-
petency areas. Should the 
applicant not pass an exam, 
this review will identify are-
as needing additional study, 
such as calculations, in pre-
paring for retaking an exam.  
This system eliminates sev-
eral steps created by the 
former paper-trail and the 
U.S. Postal Service: 

A wait-time to mail paper 
exams from the Extension 
office to FDACS for hand-
grading. Previously, nearly 
10,000 exams had to be 
hand-graded by FDACS an-
nually. A wait-time for the 
applicant to obtain scores 
mailed by FDACS following 
their grading. Although rare 
in occurrence, the system 
eliminates any chance of 
exams and other necessary 
paperwork being lost in the 
mail. 

 

Upon successfully passing the 
required exam(s), the appli-
cant is emailed a notification 
that the requirements have 
been met for certification 
and instructions for obtaining 
the license. Besides being 
available in our office, the 
Web-based service is provid-
ed in 24 other County Exten-
sion offices throughout the 
state. Currently, all restricted 
use pesticide agricultural 
exams, Limited Certificate 
exams, and PCO exams are 
available through the Web 
system.   

For an applicant to apply to 
take an exam, they must first 
obtain a voucher number 
from FDACS. The voucher 
may be thought of as an indi-
vidual’s personal exam identi-
fication number. This number 
allows the applicant to pro-
ceed with scheduling exam(s) 
at the local Extension office. 
The voucher, and a valid driv-
er’s license, is required to be 
presented at the County Ex-
tension office prior to taking 
an exam. The voucher may 
be obtained on-line at 

https://
aesecomm.freshfromflorida
.com/ and exam scheduling 
may be completed at 
https://
pesticideexam.ifas.ufl.edu/.  
A tutorial is available for 
applicants to become famil-
iar with the process by go-
ing online at https://
aesecomm.freshfromflorida
.com.  

 

UF/IFAS Extension Columbia County Now Offers Online Exams for Pesticide Applicator Licensing 
Nichelle Demorest, Environmental Horticulture EA III 

 

Online exams for pesticide 
applicator licensing are now 
available at the Extension 
office. The exams are now 
offered through a new and 
unique Web-based system 
developed by UF/IFAS  and 
the Florida Department of 
Agriculture (FDACS). Laptop 
computers are available in 
the office and configured so 
that only exams are accessi-
ble and no other external 
sites may be accessed. Ra-
ther than the old and tradi-
tional paper exams, the 
Web-based system offers 
several features that great-
ly improve the licensing 
process. 

Upon completion of an ex-
am, scores are immediately 
displayed on the screen to 
the license applicant. At the 
same time, exam scores are 
immediately sent electroni-
cally to FDACS by the sys-
tem when an exam is com-
pleted, greatly expediting 
the licensing process. Most 
of the exams are set up 
containing question pools. 
From these question pools, 

https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com/
https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com/
https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com/
https://pesticideexam.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://pesticideexam.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com
https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com
https://aesecomm.freshfromflorida.com






UF/IFAS Extension Columbia County 
welcomes Paulette Tomlinson back as 
the Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Extension Agent. Paulette previously 
worked for UF/IFAS Extension from 
1994— 2004.   

Paulette left Extension to concentrate 
on invasive exotic weed control with-
in State Parks and other conservation 
lands around the state. This experi-
ence increased her interest in natural 
resources education.  

Paulette was raised in Highlands 
County on a beef cattle ranch and 
previously attended Auburn Universi-
ty, where she studied Animal & Dairy 
Science.  She received her Master of 
Science degree from the University of 

Florida. Her career includes twenty-
four years of experience working with 
different types of livestock opera-
tions. She is looking forward to work-
ing with livestock and forage produc-
ers in Columbia County once again.   

Paulette looks forward to delivering 
Extension programs in livestock, for-
age production and natural re-
sources. If you have any questions, 
please give Paulette a call at the Ex-
tension Office.  

 

The United States Army Civil Affairs 
Soldiers are the primary force trained 
to support civilian needs in times of 
battle, natural disasters and humani-
tarian assistance. In order to further 
their skills, the team travels across 
the world to learn more about loca-
tions of civil importance; local gov-
ernment, police/fire, schools, hospi-
tals, public works, etc. Civil Affairs 
soldiers are trained in communica-
tion with civilians and to become 
aware of specific issues of im-
portance to address civilian needs in 
time of crisis.  

The team recently traveled to Colum-
bia County and asked UF/IFAS Exten-
sion Columbia County to teach their 
soldiers about agricultural topics that 
are relevant to the local area as well 
as information the soldiers can use in 
their work around the globe. “The 
training value of working with our 
Florida community is priceless,” said 
Captain A.J. Howland, “It greatly 
helps to prepare our soldiers for real 
world missions.” The training provid-

ed by UF/IFAS Extension Columbia 
County was designed to teach spe-
cific knowledge and skills to the 
soldiers that they would need to 
help displaced civilians in a time of 
natural disaster. Particular focus 
was placed on agricultural needs of 
communities; especially involving 
beef cattle production and particu-
lar situations that might be encoun-
tered in a disaster or evacuation.  

“The instruction from Extension in 
this specialized subject area is truly 
valuable information to our sol-
diers. This education is particularly 
relevant to the areas we operate, 
including Central and South Ameri-
ca, and the Caribbean,” said       
Captain Howland. Mace Bauer, UF/
IFAS Extension Agent remarked, 
“We were glad to offer the soldiers 
new information and skills that will 
be relevant to support agricultural-
ists around the world and in our 
neighborhood in a time of need.” 

Delta Company, 436th Civil Affairs 

Battalion is located at the C.W. Bill 
Young Armed Forces Reserve Center 
in Pinellas Park, Florida.  

Disaster preparedness for the Agricultural Community 

Mace Bauer, Agronomy & Commercial Horticulture Extension Agent III 

Welcome back Paulette Tomlinson 

Agriculture (Livestock & Forages) & Natural Resources Extension Agent II 



   For more information about upcoming events and to register, please contact the Extension Office at 386-752-5384. 

 

             OUR MISSION OF EDUCATION 

 

UF/IFAS Extension provides practical education  you  can  trust,  to  help  people, businesses and communities solve 
problems, develop skills and build a better future. When you use UF/IFAS Extension, you can be confident that experts 
have reviewed and developed educational programs to ensure that you receive the best information for your needs. 
UF/IFAS Extension employees and volunteers work hard at improving the quality of life for our  neighbors  and  com-

munities.  We provide solutions to everyday problems.  We offer a variety of educational programs and information:  

Agriculture and Natural Resources:  Local farmers and ranchers are provided technical assistance and education to 

enhance their profitability and sustainability.  

Horticulture:  Programs are designed to meet the needs of the local lawn and landscape industry.  Florida homeowners 

are taught to implement Florida Friendly Landscaping principles.  

Master Gardener Program:  Master Gardeners receive training in exchange for volunteer service to the community.  
The Master Gardeners hold a plant clinic every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM to help county resi-

dents improve landscaping and gardening skills.   

Family and Consumer Sciences:  Family   and   Consumer   Sciences   programs offer you information about health 
and nutrition,  food  safety,  food  preservation, money management, home concerns, relationships, and many other 

topics.  

Family Nutrition Program:  FNP is a program designed to increase the understanding of nutrition and health related 

subjects for children and adults. 

4-H Youth Development:  Through various 4-H clubs led by trained and background checked adult volunteer leaders, 
youth participate in a variety of programs that stress the National 4-H Mission mandates: leadership, science educa-

tion, healthy lifestyles and work force preparation.                                                   An Equal Opportunity Institution 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

All Programs are held at the Extension Office unless otherwise indicated 

July 2016 August 2016 September 2016  

 1st Pesticide Applicator Exam 
3rd Taste of Florida# 

 WEEK 1 

7th CORE CEU Update and Examination@ 

8th Pesticide Applicator Update and Examination 
9th  Twilight Peanut Tour< 

10th Pesticide Testing 
 WEEK 2 

13th Youth Money Workshop~ 
14th Hay Day%  

15th Smart Money Moves* 
16th Get Ready for Fall Vegetable Gardening 
18th Get Ready for Fall Vegetable Gardening@ 

13th  Recognizing Invading Invasive Plants 
15th  Recognizing Invading Invasive Plants@ 

WEEK 3 

18th— 22nd 4H Summer Camp 
19th Bugs 101— ID & Control of Common Pests 
21st Bugs 101— ID & Control of Common Pests@ 

24rd Pesticide Testing 
25th-26th Pesticide Applicator CEU & Review 
 

 WEEK 4 

WEEK 5 25th– 29th 4H University 
27th Pesticide Testing 
Great CEU Roundup 

  

~ Lake City Library 
@ Ft. White Library 
% Santa Fe River Ranch 

* SVAEC , Live Oak, FL 
# Tallahassee 
^ Gainesville 
@ Ft. White Library 
< I.C. Terry Farms , Lake City 

@ Ft. White Library 
 

LOCATIONS 


