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A Threat to Redbay:

Laurel Wilt and the
Ambrosia Beetle

The redbay ambrosia beetle-laurel
wilt pathogen infestation has continued
to spread west and south. The beetle
was first detected along the Georgia
coast in 2002 and it has since spread
along the coastal regions of Georgia

and Florida. Columbia County
reported its first infestations of the

pathogen in 2008. Suwannee and
Flagler are counties recently reporting
infestations in 2009. The natural spread

of this pathogen, RAB-LVV, through
natural areas is estimated to be as high

as 34 miles per year.

The ambrosia beetle actually carries
the laurel wilt fungal spores on its
body. The beetle is attracted to
aromatic volatiles naturally emitted by
living trees, stumps, and wounded or
pruned limbs of redbay, sassafras, and
avocado trees. The beetle inoculates
the tree with fungal spores as it tunnels
in the tree sapwood. The spores then
germinate, grow, and interfere with the
movement of water and nutrients in
the tree. The fungus actually becomes
the food source for the beetles and

larvae that live in the tree.
The black beetle is so extremely
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small that it is normally not seen.
Symptoms of wilted, faded leaves are
usually the first indication. Leaves on
infected branches will then turn reddish

brown and may hang on the stems for
some time before falling. When the
bark is removed, bore holes can be
seen which indicate the point of entry
by the beetle. A dark stain around the
hole is caused by the fungus growing in
the tissue. View pictures and read
more about this fungus at
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/HS379

Rural residents and growers should
be on the look-out for redbay, sassafras
and avocado trees showing signs of
rapid wilting, dieback, and insect boring.
The signs of damage will be most
evident from June through October.
Although mature trees and injured
trees are attacked more often than
young trees, there has been as much as
a 99% loss of rebay trees in infected
areas. Report laurel wilt symptoms on
avocado or redbay trees to the state
Division of Plant Industry at
[-888-397-1517. You can also contact
the Division of Forestry at
http://www.fl-dof.com
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North Florida battles
Aggressive and Invasive

Cogongrass

Cow Breath—
A Danger to our
Atmosphere?

COGONGRASS INVASION

Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services,

Division of Forestry

Cogongrass (Imperata
cylindrical) is recognized as

one of the world’s worst
weeds. This non-native

| grass is widely distributed in
Florida and the Southeastern
US. Itis a serious threat to
public and private forests,
agricultural lands, and natural
areas.

Cogongrass is aggressive
and invasive. Once estab-
lished, it is extremely difficult
to control. A stand of this

invasive grass displaces native
plants and reduces the quality of
wildlife habitats. Livestock will

not eat it and it may even

reduce the value of real estate.
Columbia County is one of

the nine counties that share
borders with Georgia. Private
land owners of 5 or less acres
of infested land in these counties
may apply to be part of a cost-
share program. The focus of this
Division of Forestry program is

to impede the spread of

congongrass.
The two-year cost-share

program offers up to 75% cost

reimbursement to qualified
applicants for approved herbi-

cide treatments of cogongrass

infestations, up to $1,000.
For an application and more

information on the program
requirements, please visit the
local Division of Forestry office.
Contact information can be
found at www.fl-dof.com
Applications will be accepted
until August |, 2009, and will be
evaluated and ranked according
to the size of the area to be
treated, the proximity of the
infestations to parks or other
protected natural areas, and a
management plan for the prop-
erty. The program is supported
through temporary grants from
the USDA Forest Service and
will be offered only as long as

funding is available.

Cow Breath vs Global Warming?

The problem with
Bessy’s cow breath (or belches
and flatulence) is that it contains
methane gas. The gas is pro-
duced by certain digestive bacte-
ria in the stomach. Researchers
estimate that an average cow
expels 200 to 400 pounds of
methane into the atmosphere
every year. This potent heat-
trapping gas has been linked to
global warming and impending

climate change.

Cows actually evolved while
eating spring grasses, not grains
like corn and soybeans which are
often consumed now. Plants
such as alfalfa and flaxseed are
forages that mimic the grasses
that early cows ate. When the
cow’s diet consists of these for-
ages, methane output is dramati-
cally reduced.

Some scientists believe that
’sweetening’ cow breath is a
matter of some urgency.

from an article by Macia Wood
New York Times, June 2009

Worldwide production of milk
and beef is expected to double
in the next 30 years, so the
United Nations has called live-
stock one of the most serious
threats to global climate in the
near future. In 2006, a study was
completed which focused on
different environmental impacts.
When all factors were taken into
consideration, it was estimated
that cows might be more dan-
gerous to the atmosphere than

cars and trucks combined.

Florida - First in Nation
To Ban Additives
In Honey

Pure Honey
How Sweet It Is

The honey industry is

\
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Food for Thought

an important part of Flor-
ida’s economy. As the
fourth largest producer,
the state supplies much of
the country with a pre-
mium product. We can
now be assured that any
honey produced, proc-
essed, or sold in Florida is
simEIy that—HONEY.

The first regulation on
honey took effect last
week on July 14th. This is

not only the first

“Standard of Identity” for Where
Florida honey, but it may ~ 9r¢ the
possibly be the first in the Bgses.”

world. Only pure honey
will be allowed; no water,
sugar or any other addi-
tives. Up until now there
were no regulations to
ensure that honey was

purely a product of good
old honeybees.

CCD - Colony Collapse Disorder

There are many possible
causes of CCD but it is
still a mystery. What we
do know, however, is the
effect it has on pollintion .

When bees visit flow-
ers, they transfer pollen.
With a large percentage of
our food crops depending
on this activity of honey-
bees, we could be facing a
decrease in our country’s
food supply. Beekeepers
are busy moving colonies
around the country to

l l keep up with the demand.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Composting
Make-and-Take Workshop

When: Thursday, July 30th 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm
Where: UF/IFAS Columbia County Ext. Office

(located at Columbia County Fairgrounds, Lake City)

Learn how to make great compost for your
garden. Recycle yard waste so it doesn’t end up
in the land fill. Make a composter to take home.

Different styles of bins will be on display—with
directions. The Master Gardeners will help you
make a bin to take home and Start Using

Registration Required — call 752-5384 Feeis $15

Rain Barrel
6 Make

and Takebd

Thursday, August 6th 6pm — 7:30 pm

Ft. White Community Center
(located beside the high school)

Learn the benefits (and satisfaction)
of harvesting and using rainwater.

We'll help you construct your own
rain barrel to take home and use.

Registration required —call 752-5384.
$35 fee covers class materials and

your completed 55 gallon rain barrel.

Cottage Gardening ON. Florida Style
UF/IFAS Master Gardener
Library Presentation Series
Saturday, August |5th at Ipm
Free Presentation at the Columbia County

Library in Downtown Lake City

donot want t o mi

Fall Vegetable Gardening Presentation
Save the date!  Saturday, September | 9th, |pm
" Columbia County Downtown Library

You

N\

Master Gardener Plant Clinic

The UF/IFAS Columbia County Free pH
Master Gardeners are available to help .
you with your home gardening prob- testing for
lems on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
mornings from 9am to noon at the UF home
Exten5|oT1 Office Ic?cated on the fair- gardens on
grounds in Lake City.

Tuesday,
8rigg i@ samples for plant or pest iden- y
tification. Get questions answered. Thursday and
You may also reach the Master Garden- Friday
ers during the above hours by calling .
(386) 752-5384. maornings

Free Class offered by Master Gardeners
UF FlOR1DA SFlorjda F Aug 1 & 2,2009
& Omall CarmsWa

=a Alternative Enterprises 3
=ye,,, Conference e

http://smallfarms. fas.uff.odu
Plan to attend the Small Farms
Alternative Enterprises Conference , August Ist & 2nd

@« Xe

Attend sessions on Cut flower production, Hydroponics,
Tropical fruit production, Direct marketing, Beekeeping,
Organics, High value vegetables and herbs, Pasture poul-
try, and much more. ls this for you? Visit the website

http://smallfarms.ifas.ufl.edu and check it all out!

Green Industries BMP Training

and Certification Exam
August 26th, 8:30am to 4:00pm

This class is for anyone fertilizing and working
in lawn, landscape, pest control, or municipal

grounds areas. Pre-registration is required

$25 Fee includes lunch and materials. Call 752-5384

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity — Affirmative Action Employer authorized to provide research, educational
information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function with
non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex,
sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions or affiliations.
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Latest UF/IFAS Home and Garden Publications

CIRI1047/EPOOI ENH979/EP236 Home- PP256/PP172 Rusts on Orna-
Transplanting Palms in owner Best Management mentals in Florida

he Landscape Practices for the Home PP-256, a 6-'p'age illustrated fact_
tReSised! CirCLﬁar 1047, a 9- Lawn June 2009 sheet by Philip F. Harmon, Carrie
page illustrated fact sheet by Revised! ENH-979, a 5-page L. Harmon, Aaron ). Palmateer,
Timothy K. Broschat, dis- illustrated fact sheet by Laurie Stephen H. Brown, presents infor-
cusses the various factors that E. Trenholm, provides easy-to- mation on four representative rust
contribute to palm transplant follow tips for maintaining a diseases of ornamentals, including
survival rate. Published by the healthy, Florida-Friendly lawn gladiolus rust, daylily rust, frangi-
UF Department of Environ- without polluting surface or pani rust, and guava rust. Includes

. groundwater resources. Pub- references. Published by the UF
mental Horticulture, lished by the UF Department Department of Plant Pathology,
i::;/?:iz.ifas ufl.edu/EPOOI of Environmental Horticulture, May 2009.
) o http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP236 http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/PP172

Planting Shrubs in Flor- ~ Got Invasives?

ida Landscapes Get H el pslenjamin Koubek and Chris Demers
Edward F. Gilman, Amy L. Shober, Kimberly A. Moore, Christine Have an invasive exotic plant problem? Use the
Wiese, Maria Paz and S. Michele Scheiber2 Floridalnvasives.org Web site to find financial apd/or
technical assistance to manage or prevent an
. infestation.
Ten Steps to Plantlng a Shrub Floridalnvasives.org is an online resource of fhanage-

These ten steps for successful planting may ment assistance programs to help in your fight dgainst
seem simple, but many are often overlookedproblematic plant species. This resource takes fhe

resulting in poor shrub health, eventual shrulguesswork out of finding the agencies or -
organizations offering assistance and will directfyou

death, and loss of time and money when theto available programs. It will also provide you wkh

shrubs are replaced. Proper planting tech-  the requirements for each program, to see if thdy are a
niques help assure that establishment is good match to your needs.
quick. Quick establishment conserves water
and other resources. Why was Floridalnvasives.org developed?
Public and private land managers have identifiefl the higt

o ; : logical and economic cost of invasive specigs
1. Call underground utility companies before you dig dgésa statewide problem in Florida. The Florida Ifivasive
holes. Species Partnership (FISP) is a collaboration offfederal
2. Break up compacted soll strz)ate and local a eﬁc(ies alz)n with nongovernngent ’
3. Amend the entire shrub bed. o  agenc 9 nong
organizations in Florida, formed to link efforts afprevent-

4. Locate the point (called the flare) where the first main o : . : .
ing and controlling infestations of invasive exoti
root meets the trunk

5 Remove oo and medis above th st min oot 37055 017 % Proverty ounsans (97 5 o
6. Dig the planting hole wide and shallow. P

7. Place the rootball in the ground and check that the fﬁggstance sources to make it easier for landowners

main foot (flare) is just above the soil line and land managers to find them.

8. Back fill around the rootball.

9. Mulch around the outside of the rootball; no mulch
should be on the rootball

10 Water at planting and then on a regular schedule u
the shrub is established.

How does Floridalnvasives.org help?

Each year, multiple agencies and organizatiofs
'%Pvide coshare programs, grants and/or technfcal
assistance to help landowners and land managgrs with
various agriculture or natural resource manageipent
Season practices. Invasive exotic species management}is an
Shrubs can be planted during any season in Florida. Hewportant practice covered in many of these prdgrams.
ever, local seasonal fluctuations in temperature, rainfall, Pagliously, you would need to contact every
other environmental conditions could influence shrub ﬁg@lmy or organization yourself to find this
lishment. Planting under hot, sunny, dry cefigiticas  assistance. Now, Floridalnvasives.org provides
of the spring or fall in Flefitiay reduce shrub vigor and program information in one location for your

slow establishment unless regular irrigation convenience. Simply enter your county location
occurs. target species and other pertinent information irfto the
(Continue reading this documenttip://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EP390 online tool you can view a complete list ofavaildble

programsrégad more étttp:/edis.ifas.ufl.edu/FR285
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